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Over the weekend, I re-

ceived an invitation from the 
Missouri School of Journal-
ism to participate in a na-
tional survey about the state 
of obituaries in local news. I 
was glad to take part. The 
study, according to the re-
searchers, will be among the 
first to closely examine how 
obituaries are handled 
within the modern newspa-
per ecosystem, a worthy 
subject if ever there was 
one. 

Here in Marion, we’re 
proud of our en-
during and 
purist policy 
when it comes to 
obituaries. At 
The Crittenden 
Press, obituaries 
should be free. 
Period. 

As I’ve often 
said, the dash is 
up to you, that’s 
the dash between your birth 
and death years on a tomb-
stone. What you do in be-
tween determines whether 
you have a greater story 
worth telling. If you do great 
things, that’s generally writ-
ten up, too. And news is al-
ways free. If you are involved 
in nefarious things, you’ll 
likely find your name in the 
news pages. The greatest 
thing about this job is we 
get to write about our 
friends and neighbors. The 
worst thing about it is that 
we oftentimes have to write 
about our friends and neigh-
bors. 

The start and finish – 
birth and death – are funda-
mental moments that mark 
the circle of community life, 
and those announcements 
should always be free. 

We used to publish quite a 
few birth notices, but those 
have mostly faded away as 
people share baby photos 
and announcements on so-
cial media. Unfortunately, 
social media isn’t history, 
it’s fleeting. Facebook re-
cently warned that older 
posts, unless downloaded, 
would soon be deleted per-
manently. Those snapshots 
of life, those tiny family 
milestones, will vanish into 
the digital abyss. Newspa-
pers chronicle and archive 
them, and you can find 
those files at your local li-
brary or even digitized on-
line. 

When your Facebook post 
gets a little age on it and 
“bytes” the dust, so too does 
a piece of our collective 
memory. A century from 
now, finding Grandma’s 
birth or death information 
online may be as hopeless 
as trying to find out what 
happened to Jimmy Boy 
who sat behind you in first 
grade. That’s the danger of 
leaving our history to algo-
rithms and cloud storage in-
stead of the printed page. 

Here at The Press, we offer 
free standard obituaries. We 
get calls all the time from 
grieving families or funeral 
homes who’ve been shocked 
by what other publications 
charge. We don’t charge a 
penny for photos either, a 
rarity these days. Some 
newspapers, even ones just 
down the road, demand 
hundreds of dollars for an 
obituary. Yes, hundreds. 
Around $300 to $400 is not 
unusual. 

If a family wants to write 
an extended personal his-
tory of a loved one, a full, 
detailed tribute, we do have 
an option for that, and it 
might cost as much as $50. 
But the standard obituary – 
that notice of a life lived, de- 
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Chris
EVANS
Press Editor & Publisher

About Town

Court street closed 
this week for delivery 

Court Street in downtown Marion 
between West Carlisle and West 
Bellville streets is temporarily 
closed this week as contractors for 
the new Crittenden County Judicial 
Center take delivery of steel for 
the project. The closure will run 
through Friday, Oct. 17. Access to 
the Farm Bureau parking lot will 
remain open. 

 

Halloween on Main 
Trick or Treat on Main is sched-

uled for Friday, Oct. 31. The event 
will be from 3:30 to 5 p.m., in 
downtown Marion. 

 

Youth Camp Road closed 
Youth Camp Road will be closed 

to traffic through Oct. 22. The 
road closed earlier this week as 
crews repair several areas of base 
failure in preparation for paving. 
While motorists will still be able to 
access either Irma White Road or 
Tom Hill Road from one end of 
Youth Camp Road, normal routes 
may be altered during the work 
period. 

 

2 weeks left of evening light 
Enjoy your warm, sunny evenings 

while they last, as they will largely 
disappear in just over two weeks 
when Daylight Saving Time ends 
and clocks fall back one hour at 2 
a.m., Sunday, Nov. 2. After that, 
days – and your evenings – will 
seem much shorter. 

 
UPCOMING MEETINGS 

•Crittenden County Fiscal Court 
will meet at 8:30 a.m., Thursday, 
Oct. 16 at the county office com-
plex. 

•Crittenden County Conserva-
tion District will meet at 6:30 
p.m., Thursday, Oct. 16 at its of-
fice on East Bellville Street. 

•Marion City Council will meet 
Monday, Oct. 20 at city hall. 

•Fredonia City Council will meet 
at 7 p.m., Monday, Oct. 20 at city 
hall. 

•Marion-Crittenden County 911 
Board will meet at 3:30 p.m., 
Monday, Oct. 20 at city hall. 

•Crittenden County Board of 
Education will meet at 5:30 p.m., 
Monday, Oct. 20 at Rocket Arena. 

•Marion Tourism and Recre-
ation Commission will meet at 
8:30 a.m., Tuesday, Oct. 21 at the 
Marion Welcome Center. 

•Salem City Council will meet at 
5 p.m., Tuesday, Oct. 21 at the 
Deer Lakes meeting room. 

•Crittenden-Livingston Water 
District will meet at 4 p.m., Mon-
day, Oct. 27 at the Deer Lakes 
meeting room. 

•Caldwell County Fiscal Court 
will meet at 9 a.m., Tuesday, Oct. 
28 at the courthouse. 

•Livingston County Fiscal Court 
will meet at 5 p.m., Tuesday, Oct. 
28 at the county office complex in 
Smithland. 

•Crittenden County Public Li-
brary Board will meet at 5:30 p.m., 
Thursday, Oct. 30 at the library. 

STAFF REPORT 
Motorists and pedestrians 

in Marion and across Crit-
tenden County have admired 
colorful murals splashed 
across public walls, from a 
soaring American flag on 
Main Street to vibrant other 
works across the commu-
nity. But many may not 
know the artist behind the 
brush. 

Elizabeth Rodriguez, a life-
long Crittenden Countian 
and art teacher at Critten-
den County Middle and High 
School, has quickly become 
the most visible artist in 
town. Her work spans 
schools, parks and civic 
spaces, blending creativity 
with a deep sense of place. 

Rodriguez, formerly Eliza-
beth Kirby before her mar-
riage nearly a decade ago, 
comes from a family well 
rooted in service and educa-
tion. Her parents are Brian 
and Kay Kirby. Her mother 
spent years teaching in the 
local school district, working 
with students from kinder-
garten through fifth grade. 
Her father began his career 
at Johnson’s Furniture and 
Appliance before moving into 
the school system’s mainte-
nance department, where he 
now serves as director. 

On her mother’s side, 

grandfather Leonard Pyle 
was once assistant superin-
tendent and high school 
principal. Her grandmother, 
Janell Pyle, was an accom-
plished artist who painted 
fine china and gave lessons 
that would spark her grand-
daughter’s early creativity. 
Rodriguez credits her grand-
mother’s influence for much 
of her artistic foundation. 

Last month, Rodriguez laid 
the foundation for a National 
Arts Honor Society in local 
schools. She’s building the 
program from the ground 
up, and local school leaders 
wholeheartedly endorsed the 
plan at the September Board 
of Education meeting. 

Public service also runs 
through her father’s family. 
Her late uncle Bob Kirby 
wore the badge as a Marion 
police officer and also had 
worked as a park ranger in 
Henderson.  

Art and service have al-
ways been a part of her fam-
ily tree, Rodriguez admits. 

Her own path wound 
through unexpected turns. 
Before returning home to 
teach art six years ago, she 
worked as a paramedic in 
Madisonville. Today, she is 
shaping the next generation 
of young artists in her class-
room and beyond while her 
murals shape the commu-
nity’s landscape. 

Her first large-scale proj-
ects came in the summer 
she joined the school sys-
tem. Tasked with brighten-
ing the high school cafeteria, 
she filled its walls with a 
welcoming scene featuring 
bold colors and school mot-
tos. The effort soon spread to 
the elementary cafeteria,  
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Art 
of a 

Town
Stepping behind the murals to know 
E-Rod, the woman behind the brush

STAFF REPORT 
City of Marion is continuing its push to ad-

dress blighted and unkept properties, with 
its Code Enforcement Board and officer 
Tanya Byers leading the effort. The board 
met Monday to hear updates on ongoing en-
forcement cases and held a public hearing 
that resulted in fines being upheld against a 
North College Street property owner with a 
history of violations dating back more than 
two decades. 

Byers told the board that October had 
been another busy month for code enforce-

ment, with 24 new properties added to the 
city’s watch list and 17 issues abated since 
the last meeting. She said there were fewer 
final orders this month simply because of 
the timing of the meeting.  

“Next month might be a heavy list,” she 
said, noting that many cases are coming due 
soon. 

Eleven final orders were issued in Septem-
ber for property owners who did not contest 
their citations and failed to make repairs.  

 
See BLIGHT/page 4 

STAFF REPORT 
Crittenden County’s 2025 

property tax bills will be 
mailed Monday, Oct. 27, 
with collection beginning 
Saturday, Nov. 1. 

According to the Critten-
den County Sheriff’s Depart-
ment, 6,740 tax bills totaling 
$4,288,741.76 in antici-
pated revenue have been 
prepared for distribution to 
property owners.  

The largest portion of 
property tax revenue, $2.37 
million, is designated for the 
Crittenden County School 
District, followed by 

$549,162 for the state, 
$525,458 for county govern-
ment, $230,107 for the pub-
lic library, $211,042 for 
Extension services, and 
$138,064 for the health dis-
trict. Miscellaneous taxing 
entities, including 911 dis-
patch, fire dues and the 
Lower Tradewater River 
Flood Protection district, ac-
count for $264,633. 

Sheriff Evan Head officially 
acknowledged receipt of the 
bills Monday from County 
Clerk Daryl Tabor. The sher-
iff’s office will begin collect-
ing payments Nov. 1 at the 

courthouse and a 2% dis-
count will be granted for 
those paying in November. 
Face amount is due starting 
Dec. 1 and bills are delin-
quent after Dec. 31. 

For each of the past three 
years, the sheriff’s depart-
ment has collected about 97 
percent of total tax bills be-
fore turning unpaid ac-
counts over to the county 
clerk on April 15 for certifi-
cation as delinquent.  

As of this week, only 1.4 
percent, or 94 of 6,765 bills 
from the 2024 cycle, remain 
uncollected. 

Expect county tax bills later this month

City continues push against blighted properties
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Deaths
Jamison

James Patrick “Pat” 
Jamison, 86, of Marion, 
formerly of Beardstown, 
Ill., died Friday, Oct. 
10, 2025, at Crittenden 
Health and Rehabilita-
tion.

He was 
born on St. 
P a t r i c k ’ s 
Day, March 
17, 1939, in 
Beardstown, 
the son of the 
late Frank 
Arthur and 
Frances Lou-
ise Bowman 
Jamison. He 
g r a d u a t e d 
from Beard-
stown High 
School in 
1957. After 
graduation, he began his 
lifelong career working 
on the inland waterways. 
Jamison also served in 
the U.S. Army for two 
years before returning to 
the river. Up until a few 
years ago, he was still ac-
tively working as an ac-
complished pilot. He was 
well known for his cat昀sh 
ponds and honeybees, 
where he raised delicious 
昀sh and honey that he 
shared with his family.

In addition to his par-
ents, Jamison was pre-
ceded in death by his 
wife, Opal Naomi “Honey” 
Jamison; brother, Gene 
Jamison; sisters, Mary 
Francis Jamison, Francis 
Jamison Burns and Peggy 
Jamison Ross; and sister-
in-law, Jean Jamison.

Survivors include his 
brothers, Larry (Sue) 
Jamison, David Jamison; 
Tom “Jud” (Meredith) 
Jamison; sister, Nancy 
(Paul) Beck; stepchildren, 
Betty Cruce, Danny (Bar-
bara) Browning, Linda 
Edwards and Janie (Rick) 
York; several grandchil-
dren and great-grandchil-
dren; and numerous niec-
es and nephews.

Visitation will be held 
from noon to 1 p.m., Sun-
day, Oct. 19, at Gilbert 
Funeral Home.

Funeral services will 
follow at 1 p.m., at the 

funeral home with Bro. 
Gary LeNeave of昀ciating. 
Burial will follow in Ma-
pleview Cemetery.

Gilbert Funeral Home is 
in charge of arrangements.

Damron
Ronnie “Chicago” Dam-

ron, 63, died Saturday, 
Oct. 11, 2025, at Dawson 
Health and Rehabilitation 
in Dawson Springs.

He enjoyed singing, 
playing pool, dancing, 
spending time with family 
and telling jokes.

Surviving 
are three 
sisters, Pat 
Garrison of 
Chattanooga, 
Tenn., Char-
lotte Jones 
of Salem, 
and Caddy 
Groendal of Paducah; a 
brother, Elmer Damron of 
Salem; and several nieces 
and nephews.

He was preceded in 
death by four brothers, 
Jimmy Damron, David 
Damron, Scotty Damron 
and Norris Damron; three 
sisters, Tammy Dam-
ron, Adrian West, Henri-
etta French and Phyllis 
Holloman; and his par-
ents, Ralph and Dorothy 
(Churchwell) Damron.

Funeral services were 
Tuesday, Oct. 14 in the 
chapel of Boyd Funeral 
Directors and Cremation 
Services with Bro. Howard 
Jones of昀ciating. Burial 
was at Lola Cemetery.

Condolences may be 
left online at boydfuneral-
directors.com.

Harris
James Dale “Jimmy” 

Harris, 79, of Marion, died 
at his home on Tuesday, 
Oct. 7, 2025.  He was a 
retired correctional of昀-
cer with West 
K e n t u c k y 
Correctional 
Complex.  He 
loved clas-
sic cars and 
e s p e c i a l l y 
drag racing 
his 1966 El 
Camino at Paducah Race-
way.

Surviving are his wife, 
Connie Moore Harris of 
Marion; a daughter, Lee 

Ann (Rad) Hunsley  of Dy-
ersburg, Tenn.; two sons, 
Tony (Brandi) Harris of 
Marion and Joseph Har-
ris of Marion; eight grand-
children, Logan, Cody, 
Kielee, Abby, Zade, Car-
ley, Evan and Caleb; four 
great-grandchildren, Rae-
lynn, Remi, Dax and Ellie.

He was preceded in 
death by his mother, 
Christene Jennings Driv-
er; his father, Albert Har-
ris; his stepfather, Dago 
Driver; and two brothers, 
Charles Harris and Don-
ald Harris.

Funeral services were 
Sunday, Oct. 12 at Gilbert 
Funeral Home with burial 
to follow in Fredonia Cem-
etery.

Tramel
Steve Tramel, 69, of 

Marion died Monday Oct. 
13, 2025 at his home. He 
was born April 3, 1956 to 
the late Fred and Mari-
lyn Tramel 
in Evans-
ville. He was 
e m p l o y e d 
at Peabody 
Coal Com-
pany for 38 
years. He 
also was a 
school monitor for sev-
eral years for Crittenden 
County School System. 
He enjoyed hunting and 
昀shing and he loved 
spending time with his 
family, especially his 
grandchildren. He was a 
1974 graduate of Critten-
den County High School.

Surviving are his loving 
wife of 50 years, Francis 
Tramel; two sons, Paul 
Tramel (Frances) of Mari-
on and Josh (Allison) Tra-
mel of Marion; a daughter, 
Amanda (Casey) Jones of 
Marion; a sister, Susan 
(Mike) Turner of Virgin-
ia; two brothers, David 
(Laverne) Tramel of Dan-
ville and Daniel Tramel of 
Evansville; 15 grandchil-
dren, Chelsea Reed, Catie 
Tanner, Cayden Tramel, 
Chaun Tramel, Jazmyne 
Tramel, Mason Tramel, 
Lacey Tramel, Katni Bau-
er, Hunter Jones, Maddie 
Jones, Addison Steward, 
Ava Le昀er, Danika Le昀er, 
Matthew Tramel, Mak-
innah Tramel; and 16 

great-grandchildren.
He was preceded in 

death by his parents; two 
sisters, Julie Haraughtery 
and Debbie Elder.

A visitation service is 
from 4-8 p.m., on Thurs-
day, Oct. 16 at the Whit-
sell Funeral Home in 
Sturgis. Memorial con-
tributions Shriners Chil-
dren’s of Lexington 1120 
Conn Terrace Lexington, 
KY 40508.

No matter what service you choose, you 
can always be assured of receiving 
compassionate, superior service, 

exceptional facilities and local people 
tending to every detail.

Just like our families have for over 120 Years

212 East Main Street • Salem, KY • (270) 988-3131

Funerals, Cremation, Pre-Planning and Monuments Since 1902

Brandon
DeBoe

Funeral Director & 
Embalmer, Licensed 

Pre-Need Agent, 
Monument Specialist

Andy
Fox

Owner, Funeral 
Director & 

Embalmer, Licensed 
Pre-Need Agent, 

Monument Specialist

BoydFuneralDirectors.com

Call (270) 965-3191 to share your 
organization’s meetings in this 

free, weekly community calendar. 

Thursday, Oct. 16
• Line dancing will begin at 
9:30 a.m. at the Crittenden 
County Senior Center. 
Friday, Oct. 17
• Ohio River Baptist 
Association will have 
Revival services  starting 
at 7 p.m. at Potter’s House 
Baptist Church located at 
881 Cutoff Rd., Smithland. 
Saturday, Oct. 18
• Ohio River Baptist 
Association will have 
Revival services  starting 
at 7 p.m. at Marion Baptist 
Church located at 881 Cutoff 
Rd., Smithland.
Monday, Oct. 20
• WITS Workout will begin 
at 1 p.m. at the Crittenden 
County Public Library.
• The 4-H Geology Club will 
meet at 3:30 p.m. at the 
Ben E. Clement Mineral 
Museum. 
Tuesday, Oct. 21
• Top 10 Soft Skills to 
Success starts at 5 p.m. 
at the Crittenden County 
Extension Service.
• Time will spent starts at 
6:30 p.m. at the Crittenden 
County Extension Service.
• 4-H Horse Club meets at 
5:30 p.m. at the Crittenden 
County Extension Of昀ce.
Wednesday, Oct. 21
•  Walk in the Park starts at 
3 p.m. at Crittenden City-
County Park.

Community 
Calendar
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MARION POLICE activity report 
  Data below provided by Marion Police Department compare police activity for the month of 
September 2025 to the same month in 2024. The chart also includes the previous month’s 
totals, year-to-date police activity totals and last year’s monthly average. 
 
                                                      September         August         September              2024       2024 MONTHLY  
CATEGORY                                  2025         2025            2024           YR TOTALS       AVERAGE  

Miles driven/patrolled                                                             
Criminal investigations                                                          
Domestics                                                                               
Felony Arrests                                                                         
Misdemeanor arrests                                                             
Non-criminal arrests                                                               
DUI arrests                                                                              
Criminal summons served                                                       
Traffic citations                                                                        
Other citations 
Traffic warnings                                                                      
Parking tickets                                                                        
Traffic accidents                                                                      
Security checks/alarms                                                          
Calls for service 

3,392 
6 
8 
6 
5 
8 
0 
1 

26 
14 
9 
0 
9 

71 
196 

 

2,512 
10 
7 
4 
2 
7 
0 
4 

17 
16 
5 
0 
4 

61 
207

3,599 
13 
11 
4 

15 
8 
0 
1 

13 
31 
1 
0 
5 

69 
210

1,962.1 
12.5 
7.3 
4.0 
6.8 
9.3 
0.2 
4.3 

17.7 
23.8 
4.6 
0.1 
5.8 

60.0 
214.8

23,545 
150 
88 
48 
81 
112 
2 

51 
212 
285 
55 
1 

69 
720 

2,578

MPD 270.965.3500 
Police Chief 
Bobby West 

 
On Facebook 
Marion Police 
Department 
Marion-KY

BY ROBERT ORDWAY 
There is something to be 

said about the resiliency of 
folks from Crittenden 
County. The county’s popu-
lation peaked in 1900, and 
little economic development 
has occurred since the de-
cline of the tobacco industry 
and fluorspar mines, which 
were completely replaced by 
foreign imports in 1985, the 
year I was born. There is one 
thing that has transcended 
both space and time, how-
ever, and that is the timeless 
principles of Western Ken-
tuckians. Although I was 
raised more than 300 miles 
north as a second-generation 
Hoosier in the heart of steel 
country, I can attest that the 
rural way of life continues to 
inform and influence my be-
havior. 

After the Lewis & Clark Ex-
pedition was completed, my 
ancestor Sgt. John Ordway 
(a member of the military ex-
pedition) relocated from New 
Hampshire to New Madrid, 
Mo., and recruited family to 
join him. After the earth-
quakes of 1811-1812, his 
widowed sister-in-law, Eliza-
beth, quickly remarried and 
moved to Piney Fork in the 
newly created Caldwell 
County. Her oldest son, 
Daniel Jr., is buried in the 
Hill Cemetery in Fredonia 
along the most northern 
route of the Trail of Tears, 
where he lived to see along 
with the Civil War. Within a 
decade after slavery was 
abolished, the area became 
almost entirely white. 

During their 150-year res-
idency, Ordways migrated 
north along Route 641 but 
no further than Marion. With 
the exception of a few livery 
stables, an ice store, and a 
machine shop, the vast ma-
jority of my predecessors 
were farmers. The Press 
tracks their movements over 
the years, attending church, 
weddings, birthday parties  
and funerals, among other 
community events.  

They were steeped in the 
Agrarian Tradition, where 
economic, social and politi-
cal systems centered on agri-
culture as the primary 
means of existence. This way 
of life was popularized by 
Wendell Berry in Henry 
County, Kentucky. Still, 
agrarians from the 1930s 
warned southerners about 
how work in the industrial 
north eroded culture in pur-
suit of titles, status and ma-
terialism. This agrarian 
focus on faith, family, and 
community is the glue that 
kept Ordways rooted in such 
practices; however, econom-
ics would force change upon 
them. 

It wasn’t until the Second 
Industrial Revolution at the 
turn of the 20th century that 
the mechanization of agricul-
ture took off. My great-
grandfather, Virgil Ordway, 
was forced to pull one foot 
out of the family farm in 
Crayne and put it into the 
spar mines shortly after the 
Black Patch Tobacco Wars. 
Industrial life would be chal-
lenging, as organized labor 
did not arrive in the area 
until after the Second World 
War started. Environmental 
protections for both workers 
and the land were still 
decades away.  

In 1960, The Press re-
ported that 10 years earlier 
(in 1950), the mine business 
was finished, and men only 
had two options for employ-
ment: go to Gary, Indiana, or 
find another mine in Eastern 
Kentucky. After returning 
from the Korean War, Papaw 
Hollis saw that Crittenden 
was unchanged. It was then 

that he headed north for a 
job at U.S. Steel, where he 
worked at Sheet & Tin for 33 
years.  

He and Mamaw (Virginia) 
brought their values and 
lifestyle north. After years of 
renting in the City of Gary, 
they bought a very modest 
864-square-foot house in 
neighboring East Gary (re-
named Lake Station), which 
had a southern feel with its 
greenways and blueways. 
They resided in the last 
house on a dead-end street 
next to both woods and sand 
dunes. It was here that the 
Ordways recreated their 
Kentucky life, complete with 
a big yard where they plants, 
oak, walnut and pine trees. 
In addition, they had a white 
tin shed, a small red barn 
shed, a burn barrel, and a 
seasonal garden, which they 
shared with their neighbors.  

Northerners called all 
white southern migrants 
“hillbillies” due to their ac-
cent and dialect, but the 
folks of western Kentucky 
are “flatlanders,” with an 
identity very different from 
their Appalachian counter-
parts. Their history and oral 
narratives are best captured 
in the book Southern Mi-
grants, Northern Exiles by 
author Chad Berry, now a 
Vice President at Berea Col-
lege. 

Even though The Press ad-
vertised that more than 50 
Crittenden County migrants 
attended a Baptist Church in 
East Gary, my grandparents 
fell away from the faith for a 
time. Instead, Papaw found 
community through his 
membership in the United 
Steelworkers Union (USW). 

Both my dad and I were 
raised in that little house 
where the culture remained 
fully intact. Mamaw and 
Papaw would retire back to 
Crayne in the late 1980s, a 
common practice among 
many Kentuckians, as the 
north was never home for 
them.  

After living with my grand-
parents for a year between 
1987-1988, I would visit 
every summer until I was 12. 
Given the intimate nature of 
The Press, my arrivals were 
noted by the paper twice. 
While I never looked forward 
to working in the family gar-
den at Aunt Mary’s house on 
Lily Dale Drive, I enjoyed our 
visits with locals like Dean 
Akridge at his supply store. 
Mamaw even promised trips 
to the toy aisle of Walmart in 
the “big city” of Paducah if I'd 
let the local barber shop cut 
off my rat tail.  

I didn’t know it at the time, 
but I noticed a tension be-
tween a Southern Culture of 
Honor and a Northern Cul-
ture of Dignity when it comes 
to what proper behavior 
looks like within one’s family 
and the greater community. 
My rite of passage into man-
hood was a strict standard 
set by dad and foreign to 
peers of my childhood. The 
convergence of high-speed 
internet, smartphones and 
social media, as well as the 
breakdown of the traditional 
family unit, has significantly 
eroded such practices. 

During the COVID-19 pan-
demic, I delivered the com-
mencement address at my 
alma mater, River Forest, a 
school that was quickly es-
tablished in the late 1950s 
due to rapid southern white 
migration. My speech was 

based on wisdom given to me 
in 2005 by my (late) great 
uncle Charles Aldridge of 
Marion. He said, “never be 
ashamed of what you do for 
a living,” and “never forget 
where you come from.” 
Those phrases have never 
left me, and one thing I no-
ticed about Ordways is that 
they never chased material-
ism or status, yet they live 
much longer and happier 
lives than folks in the north.  

While I split time between 
Gary and Indianapolis today, 
my last eight years were 
spent in Washington, D.C., 
mostly working in Congress. 
It was there that I read “The 
Fall of Kentucky's Rock: 
Western Kentucky Demo-
cratic Politics since the New 
Deal.” 

To summarize the book, 
local TV, radio and newspa-
pers have been eroded by 
technology, and now all our 
media comes from Washing-
ton. With places like Cave-
In-Rock, Western Kentucky 
was once a dangerous fron-
tier. Some industrial devel-
opment came after but the 
people never really prospered 
as commerce moved away as 
more rail lines traversed new 
routes. FDR’s Works 
Progress Administration 
(WPA) helped the locals build 
roads, which they would 
later use to leave. At the na-
tional level, political elites 
erased what little economic 
activity there was, looked 
down on their religious con-
victions, and some dared to 
label such a group with 
“white privilege." This caused 
Crittenden's political views 
to pivot, but in the Jackson 
Purchase, voters did an 
about-face after 200 years of 
being named the state’s 
“gibraltar of democracy.” 

For thousands of years, 
human customs and prac-
tices were shaped at the local 
level through a bottom-up 
approach, rather than by 
overeducated individuals in 
a faraway land with one-size-
fits-all solutions, which lack 
input from a community’s 
unique lived experiences. 
While we might not always 
agree with our local media, 
outlets like The Press are 
critical to facilitating  local 
community conversations as 
they are far more productive 
than having arguments with 
strangers on the internet. 

Mamaw often said to 
“make do or do without” and 
reminded me not to become 
“too big for my britches” in 
my successes. Papaw and 
Dad also contributed to my 
development by encouraging 
me to think for myself and 
problem-solve through ex-
pectations like, “Son, figure 
it out,” and rhetorical ques-
tions such as, “Son, do I 
have to draw you a picture?” 
It is those actions, that put 
principles into practice, 
which have enabled me to 
become a contributing mem-
ber of society. They may ap-
pear simple to the outsider, 
but the values of Crittenden 
County are timeless. It has 
been said, “You can take the 
boy out of Kentucky, but you 
can’t take the Kentucky out 
of the boy.” For dad and me, 
Kentucky was always at the 
center of our being and I am 
fortunate to have such an 
upbringing. 

 
Robert Ordway is a senior 

policy advisor, speaker, and 
writer. He grew up on "the color 
line" of Gary, Indiana. Robert is 
a first-generation college grad-
uate with a background in fi-
nance. He writes about 
working-class life, public pol-
icy, and the American Dream.

Off-Road Rigs 
Now Approved in Crittenden County 

Crittenden County Fiscal Court in its September meeting gave 
final approval to an ordinance allowing special vehicles on local 
roads and highways. Street legal special purpose vehicles must 

meet a series of requirments. Among those requirements are 
physical attributes as outlined below.

STAFF REPORT 
Crittenden Fiscal Court has 

joined neighboring counties in 
approving an ordinance that al-
lows certain special vehicles to 
operate legally on local roads, 
following the passage of a new 
state law earlier this year. Mag-
istrates gave final approval to 
the measure at their September 
meeting, clearing the way for 
side-by-sides, UTVs, mini 
trucks, certain military vehicles 
and other designated rigs to be 
licensed for street use, provided 
owners meet a long list of re-
quirements. 

The state legislation, Senate 
Bill 63, became law on March 
26 and took effect June 27. It 
permits local governments to 
adopt ordinances allowing 
“street-legal special purpose ve-
hicles” on highways within their 
jurisdictions. Livingston County 
and several others have already 
opted in. 

Under Crittenden’s ordi-
nance, special purpose vehicles 
are prohibited from U.S. 60, 
U.S. 641, and any highway 
where the existing state or fed-
eral law prohibits their use. 
They also cannot be driven 
more than 20 miles on any 
highway with centerline pave-
ment markings. Mini trucks are 
specifically barred from high-
ways built with federal funding. 

To take advantage of the new 
rules, owners must follow all 
state and county requirements. 
Vehicles must carry insurance, 
display a license plate, and be 
registered through the county 

clerk’s office just like cars and 
boats. Property taxes will apply, 
and if the rig was purchased 
privately rather than through a 
dealership, sales tax may still 
be owed. Before licensing, that 
6% tax must be paid. 

Crittenden County Clerk 
Daryl Tabor says only three of 
these type vehicles have been 
registered in the county so far. 
Several other individuals have 
inquired at the clerk’s office 
about licensing; however, once 
they find out details and ex-
pense, they have typically 
shown less interest, the clerk 
said. 

Vehicles also have to be out-
fitted with safety equipment 
that meets state standards. 
That includes a roll bar or cage, 
functioning headlights, brake 
lights, turn signals, rearview 
mirrors, an illuminated 
speedometer and license plate 
holder, a horn, braking system, 
working muffler, and tires with 
sufficient tread. Drivers must 
hold a valid license. 

With the ordinance now in 
place, residents who want to 
ride their side-by-sides and 
other qualifying rigs on county 
roads can do so, as long as they 
meet every legal requirement. 
Those who cut corners could 
face fines or see their vehicles 
barred from the road. 

This change puts Crittenden 
in line with other western Ken-
tucky counties where demand 
for legal road use of UTVs and 
similar vehicles has been grow-
ing. 

Local govt. approval 
would be required
Getting street legal 

can be costly option

Braking System

Horn

Brake lights

Tail lamps

Rear red reflectors

Illuminated 
License Plate Holder

Headlamp(s)

Front Turn Signals each side

Rearview Mirrors each side

Illuminated Speedometer

Windshield or eye protection Roll Bar or Roll Cage

Back turn signals each side

Federal conforming seatbelt 
assembly

Working Muffler

Tires with at least 1/16” tread

From the fields to foundries 
Crittenden’s values timeless

OBIT 
Continued from page 1 
tailing predeceased and surviving 
family and a community member 
lost – is and always will be free in 
The Crittenden Press. 

We believe births and deaths 
belong in the public record of 
community life. They are part of 
the great ongoing story of who we 
are. 

And while I’m at it, I’ll say this: 
You can thank your local funeral 
directors for helping keep obitu-
aries free. They are consistent ad-

vertisers in this newspaper, and 
their support, combined with the 
loyalty of local readers and busi-
nesses, helps us keep the doors 
open and the ink flowing. 

In these trying times for com-
munity journalism, that’s some-
thing worth appreciating. The 
history of a community shouldn’t 
depend on who can afford to pay 
to be remembered. 

 
Chris Evans, a newspaperman since 1979, has 

been editor of The Press for more than 30 years and 
is the author of South of the Mouth of Sandy, a true 
story about crime along the Tennessee River. You can 
find it on Amazon or wherever books are sold. 
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Looking for a home 
Comet has had a rough life. He was 
found abandoned in LBL, barely sur-
viving. He was literally skin and 
bones. Despite his dire circum-
stances, he has been the best boy! 
His tail never stops wagging. He 
loves people, other dogs and doesn't 
even mind cats. We can't believe he 
hasn't been adopted yet. Come 
check him out at Mary Hall Ruddi-
man and give him a chance for the 
Best Life, for the rest of his life! 

Small business 
confidence dropped 
in September, ending 
a three-month streak 
of improvement, ac-
cording to the latest 
National Federation 
of Independent Busi-
ness (NFIB) survey. 

The NFIB Small 
Business Optimism 
Index fell two points 
to 98.8, though it re-
mains slightly above 
the 52-year average 
of 98. The Uncer-
tainty Index rose 
sharply, up seven 
points to 100 — one 

of the highest read-
ings in more than five 
decades. 

“While most owners 
evaluate their own 
business as currently 
healthy, they are hav-
ing to manage rising 
inflationary pres-
sures, slower sales 
expectations, and on-
going labor market 
challenges,” said 
NFIB Chief Econo-
mist Bill Dunkelberg. 

NFIB State Director 
Tom Underwood said 
Kentucky businesses 
are experiencing sim-

ilar headwinds. 
“Small business own-
ers need predictabil-
ity, but right now 
there are a lot of 
questions about 
costs, the supply 
chain, and labor,” he 
said. 

Fourteen percent 
said inflation was 
their biggest problem, 
and 18% cited labor 
quality, both topping 
the list of concerns. 
Thirty-two percent re-
ported job openings 
they could not fill. 

 

Small businesses struggling for labor



Another filing signals 
2026 election plans 

Another Crittenden County 
incumbent has officially filed 
an intent to spend campaign 
funds in 2026, signaling his 
plans to seek re-election. Todd 
Perryman, Crittenden County 
Property Valuation Administra-
tor, joins four other local office 
holders who have filed similar 
paperwork with the state. The 
others are Jailer Athena Hayes, 
County Attorney Bart Frazer, 
County Clerk Daryl Tabor and 
Sheriff Evan Head. 

 
WKWB offering to help 
pay for new employees 

West Kentucky Workforce 
Board is offering on-the-job 
training funds that can cover 
up to half of a new employee’s 
wages, a boost designed to 
help local businesses hire and 
train young adults ages 18–24. 
The initiative, “Putting Young 
Kentuckians to Work,” is open 
now through June 30, 2026, or 
until money runs out. 

Under the program, partici-
pating employers can receive 
reimbursement for up to 50% 
of a trainee’s hourly wage for 
as many as 480 hours of full-
time work. Eligible positions 
must be 30 hours or more per 
week and pay $14.30 to 
$24.57 an hour. Wages above 
that range are allowed, but the 
match is capped at 50% of 
$24.57. 

The effort targets Kentucky 
residents ages 18–24 and aims 
to offset the cost of onboard-
ing by pairing businesses with 
candidates who are ready to 
work, or by enrolling an em-
ployer-identified, qualified 
young adult. Organizers say 
paperwork is minimal so com-
panies can start training 
quickly. 

Area businesses can connect 
with regional liaisons to begin 
the process. For the Pennyrile 
Area, contact Tom Sholar at 
270-886-9484 or 
tom.sholar@ky.gov. For the 

Purchase Area, contact Mary 
Anne Medlock at 270-519-
7662 or maryanne.medlock@ky.gov. 

Additional program infor-
mation is available at wkwork-
force.work. 

“Putting Young Kentuckians 
to Work” is funded by the Ken-
tucky General Assembly and 
administered by the West Ken-
tucky Workforce Board. The 
program provides equal educa-
tion and employment opportu-
nities, auxiliary aids and 
services are available for indi-
viduals with disabilities. 

Businesses and young work-
ers interested in the on-the-
job training option can learn 
more and apply through the 
regional contacts or the WKWB 
website. With reimbursement 
available during the training 
period, and positions required 
to be full time, the program is 
intended to help employers 
grow their teams while giving 
young adults a paid pathway 
into the workforce. 

 

Atmos offers tips 
for coming winter 

Atmos Energy is reminding 
customers to prepare their 
homes for the upcoming winter 
season with its “Winter Warm-
Up Checklist.” The company 
said the checklist provides 
simple steps to ensure natural 
gas service remains safe, reli-
able and efficient during cold 
weather. 

Atmos Energy encourages 
customers to confirm that their 
natural gas service is active be-
fore temperatures drop, acti-
vate text alerts for service 
updates, and schedule inspec-
tions of gas piping and appli-
ances. The company also 
recommends checking smoke 
and carbon monoxide detec-
tors and keeping gas meters 

clear of snow and ice. 
Although natural gas re-

mains more affordable than 
electricity, Atmos warns that 
bills can rise during extreme 
cold due to higher usage. Cus-
tomers can reduce costs by 
conserving energy and upgrad-
ing to high-efficiency natural 
gas appliances, which may 
qualify for rebates in select 
states. 

For safety, Atmos reminds 
customers: Smell gas, act fast. 
Leave the area immediately if a 
leak is suspected, then call 911 
and Atmos Energy’s 24-hour 
emergency line at 866-322-
8667. 

More information is available 
at www.atmosenergy.com 

 

CCHS offering trip 
to Japan in 2027 

Crittenden County High 
School is inviting students and 
families to take part in an edu-
cational adventure to Japan in 
spring 2027. 

Dr. Derrick Ford, English 
teacher and Horizons Study 
Abroad sponsor, said the trip 
will provide an unforgettable 
opportunity for students to ex-
plore new places, experience a 
different culture, and gain in-
dependence and confidence. 

An informational meeting 
about the trip will be held at 
5:30 p.m., Oct. 23, in the CCHS 
Library. Families interested in 
learning more about the itiner-
ary, academic opportunities, 
trip costs and how to reserve a 
spot are encouraged to attend. 

Those planning to join the 
meeting should RSVP online at 
https://bit.ly/491v0d3 

EF Tours, the school’s travel 
partner, will handle the travel 
arrangements. Ford said EF has 
years of experience helping 
students safely and affordably 
explore the world. 

Parents are also welcome to 
join the trip. 

 
Between Printed Editions  

Tune in to The Press Online 
for breaking news.  

We also ask that you subscribe to  
our YouTube Channel.  

It’s a Free Service to Our Readers! 
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10 YEARS AGO 
October 15, 2015 
n Hazel Robinson and Beverly Hearell had spent years 
archiving and preserving local history for the Early Bird. 
Their work included compiling binders filled with newspa-
per clippings, photographs and writings that captured the 
community’s past. Together, they created a lasting record 
of stories and memories that kept Salem’s history alive for 
future generations. 
n Allison Ball, GOP candidate for Kentucky treasurer, vis-
ited Marion during her campaign and toured the Ben E. 
Clement Mineral Museum. Growing up in eastern Ken-
tucky’s coal country, Ball expressed her fascination with 
geology and the museum’s mineral collection. She was 
joined by Fred Stubblefield, vice chairman of the Critten-
den County Republican Party, and her campaign assistant. 
n Josh Orr, 39, successfully filled his tag by harvesting a 
6x6 bull elk while hunting near Manchester, Ky. Nearly 
40,000 people applied each year for only about 1,000 elk 
hunting tags, making Orr’s accomplishment a rare 
achievement. He described the hunt as an unforgettable 
experience after years of applying. 
 

25 YEARS AGO 
October 19, 2000 
n U.S. Rep. Ed Whitfield secured a $300,000 grant for the 
Crittenden-Livingston Water District, giving the county the 
chance to apply for additional federal funding to extend 
water lines. Superintendent Donnie Beavers said the proj-
ect would boost local growth and provide much-needed in-
frastructure, especially near the airport and Industrial Park. 
Leaders praised the funding as a vital step toward improv-
ing the area’s economy and quality of life. 
n Ronald McDonald House Charities awarded a grant to 
Crittenden County Head Start, providing funds for new 
preschool reading materials. A check was presented by 
Kathy McEnaney, owner of Marion McDonald’s, to teach-
ers and students. The donation was to help encourage 
early literacy and strengthen the program’s educational re-
sources. 
n The Crittenden County third- and fourth-grade little 
league team remained undefeated, showcasing outstand-
ing performances from Gaige Courtney, who had 71 yards 
rushing, and Travis Condit, with 61 yards rushing. Mean-
while, the fifth- and sixth-grade team fought hard in their 
game, with notable touchdowns from Mason Clark and im-
pressive defensive plays and interceptions by Tyler Harris. 
 

50 YEARS AGO 
October 16, 1975 
n Donna Robinson represented Crittenden County 4-H at 
the Kentucky Youthpower Food Conference. Robinson 
said the conference provided valuable information about 
different types of food industries. 
n Mrs. Carolyn Guess and Mrs. Rose Mary Baker volun-
teered to tutor in the parent tutoring program at Marion El-
ementary School. Both assisted Henry Walton and Brian 
McKinney in staying abreast of their school subjects. 
n Don Thomas, a Rocket senior, was named player of the 
week for his performance in the Crittenden game against 
Reidland. Thomas earned the award after being out with 
an ankle injury but returning to do an outstanding job. He 
carried the ball 10 times for 58 yards in the Rockets’ offen-
sive attack. 
 

Read Brenda Underdown’s 
Forgotten Passages column 

at The Press Online 
between newspaper issues. 

 
 

From the Press Archives – 50 Years Ago 
First- and second-graders at Mattoon Elementary School 
showed off their new Alpha One reading program in this 1975 
photo. The program, purchased by the Mattoon PTA, was being 
used in grades one and two under the direction of teacher Phyl-
lis Sykes. This photo was originally published in The Crittenden 
Press in October 1975.

Each fall, prussic acid poison-
ing is a real concern for Kentucky 
livestock producers, especially 
those who grow and graze their 
animals on sorghum-based for-
ages like forage sorghum, 
sorghum-sudangrass, sudan-
grass and johnsongrass. By tak-
ing proper 
precautions, you 
can prevent prussic 
acid poisoning in 
your animals. 

Prussic acid poi-
soning occurs 
when livestock 
graze sorghum-
based pastures 
shortly after the 
field experiences a 
traumatic event, 
such as frost. 
These forages can 
accumulate high levels of 
cyanide-producing compounds in 
their outer cells. Further inside 
these plants are enzymes that 
can convert the compounds into 
the poison. Frosts cause plant 
cells to rupture, which allows 
cyanide-producing compounds 
and enzymes to mix. If consumed 
by livestock, the compounds will 
interfere with how their bodies 

use oxygen, and it can rapidly re-
sult in death. Ruminants are es-
pecially susceptible to prussic 
acid poisoning, because they 
have enzymes inside of their 
rumen that are also capable of 
converting the cyanogenic com-
pounds into the poison. 

Do not allow your animals to 
graze fields containing sorghum-
based forages for five to seven 
days after a frost, even if it’s 
patchy. If a killing frost occurs, 
do not allow the animals to graze 
the pasture at least seven days 
following the frost. With time, the 
forage can dry down and prussic 
acid is reduced via volatilization. 

You can cut sorghum-based 
forages for hay after a frost, but 
make sure the hay is properly 
cured before baling. During the 
curing process, prussic acid 
volatilizes and renders the forage 
safe for livestock feeding. 

In most cases, you can ensile 
sorghum forages for baleage, be-
cause the ensiling process re-
duces cyanide compounds in the 
forage. Delay feeding the baleage 
six to eight weeks after ensiling to 
allow the fermentation process to 
finish and toxin levels time to de-
crease. If your forage has partic-

ularly high toxin levels at ensil-
ing, you should have the baleage 
tested before feeding it to live-
stock. 

Regularly test your soils and 
apply nutrients according to rec-
ommendations. Soils that are 
high in nitrogen and low in 
potassium and phosphorus have 
a higher potential of causing 
plants to produce prussic acid. 

 
Educational programs of the 

Cooperative Extension Service 
serve all people regardless of eco-
nomic or social status and will 
not discriminate on the basis of 
race, color, ethnic origin, na-
tional origin, creed, religion, po-
litical belief, sex, sexual 
orientation, gender identity, gen-
der expressions, pregnancy, mar-
ital status, genetic information, 
age, veteran status, or physical 
or mental disability. 

 
 You can contact Ag Agent Dee 

Brasher Heimgartner at the Crit-
tenden County Extension Agent 
for Agriculture & Natural Re-
sources office at 1534 U.S Hwy 
60 East in Marion, by calling 270-
965-5236 or emailing to 
deanna.brasher@uky.edu. 

Dee Brasher
HEIMGARTNER
AGRICULTURE AGENT

CRITTENDEN COUNTY
UK EXTENSION 

After frost, sorghum pastures turn risky

BLIGHT 
Continued from page 1 
Those owners are now 
accruing daily fines up 
to the legal maximum 
before liens are placed 
on their properties. 

Byers said she contin-
ues to develop a com-
prehensive inventory of 
empty or problematic 
properties.  

“We don’t have the 
funds to fix every prob-
lem in Marion,” she 
said, “but a good list 
would be a start.”  

Such a record would 
allow the city to better 
prioritize properties that 
pose the greatest safety 
risks. 

Through the first two 
weeks of October, $735 
in code enforcement 
fees had been collected. 

The board also heard 
several case updates, 
including one involving 
a property on East 

Depot St., next to Scott 
Tabor’s residence that 
may soon change own-
ership. Tabor has filed 
numerous complaints 
about the home next to 
him, which he has said 
unliveable. A separate 
complaint involving a 
home on West Elm St. 
remains under review. 

The most extensive 
discussion came during 
a public hearing for a n 
unoccupied home on 
North College St. The 
property was cited as a 
public nuisance for 
overgrown weeds, piles 
of rubbish and a crum-
bling retaining wall 
spilling into the side-
walk. 

Byers said the prop-
erty has a long history 
of issues, with docu-
mentation dating back 
to 2001. She said she 
restarted the process 
after taking over the po-
sition in April and that 

the city has received nu-
merous complaints 
about the vacant home.  

“It’s dangerous,” 
Byers told the board, 
pointing out that the 
owner is focusing on 
minor infractions rather 
than seeing the overall 
condition of the home. 

The owner, who says 
she recently retired, ap-
peared before the board 
to appeal the fine. She 
said she had been work-
ing on cleanup efforts, 
cutting branches, haul-
ing debris and mowing 
the yard. She attributed 
some of the materials in 
the yard to recent porch 
construction and said 
she was separating us-
able lumber from trash.  

Board members ac-
knowledged the prop-
erty owner’s efforts, but 
noted that the condition 
of the structure re-
mained unsafe.  

“It has just been let 

go. I’m sorry, but that’s 
the only way I can put 
it,” said Board Chair-
man Larry Hurst. 

After discussion, the 
board voted to uphold 
$185 in fines and fees, 
dismissing only a $25 
penalty related to hav-
ing a visible address on 
the front of the home. 

The owner was 
granted two additional 
weeks to make progress 
before further penalties 
accrue. 

The ruling may be ap-
pealed to Crittenden 
County District Court. 

City officials have 
been saying that a 
broader push to code 
enforcement is needed 
to clean up the town. 
The effort, they empha-
sized, is not only re-
sponding to complaints 
but also identifying 
long-neglected proper-
ties with health and 
safety concerns.
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Speech is crucial to a 
functioning society. We 
engage in dozens of types 
of speech: political, social, 
private, and in-
stitutional, as 
well as subcat-
egories of each 
of these. Every 
word we say has 
a purpose or ex-
poses a part of 
us. Every word 
we say shares 
i n f o r m a t i o n 
about our view 
of the world. 
Every word in-
昀uences our 
context and the 
people around 
us.

Speech works 
best when ev-
eryone involved 
understands the 
context and the appropri-
ate language to use. Most 
of us use different regis-
ters depending on our au-
dience. When the register 
and the context do not 昀t, 
it not only creates a barri-
er but sometimes creates a 
lack of con昀dence in one’s 
competence.

All types of speech, how-
ever, reveal our character. 
Any type of speech can be 
arrogant or humble. There 
is a tendency in our society 
today to value transparen-
cy – this is a good thing. 
However, transparency can 
sometimes be a cover for 
being undisciplined in our 
speech. It is good to be a 
truth-teller. However, being 
a truth-teller as a device 
to tell others “What they 
need to hear” in a context 
that creates unnecessary 
con昀ict or embarrassment 
is self-centered and imma-
ture.

Any type of speech can 
be delivered with the goal 
of building up or tearing 

down. There are some 
things I like to keep in 
mind with my speech. In 
my experience, these are 

hard to do. They 
have, over time, 
become easier, 
or rather more 
natural, as I 
have sought 
to move these 
thoughts from 
rules to keep in 
mind to making 
them a part of 
who I am. I still 
fail often – ask 
my family.

Speaking the 
truth in love is 
not the same 
as speaking 
your mind to 
make a point 
about anoth-
er’s behavior or 

character. Speech that is 
directed toward resolving 
a problem or correcting be-
havior must be done with 
the other person’s good in 
mind. Getting things off 
our chest is best saved for 
confession or venting to a 
trusted friend. The goal is 
to help everyone grow. In 
the Christian context, Paul 
said in Ephesians 4:15-16, 
“Rather, speaking the truth 
in love, we are to grow up 
in every way into him who 
is the head, into Christ, 
from whom the whole 
body, joined and knit to-
gether by every joint with 
which it is supplied, when 
each part is working prop-
erly, makes bodily growth 
and upbuilds itself in love.”

Similarly, Colossians 
4:6 says, “Let your speech 
always be gracious, sea-
soned with salt, so that you 
may know how you ought 
to answer everyone.” Hon-
esty is necessary, but we 
do not always have to tell 
everyone what we think all 

the time.
Speaking your mind may 

let others know where you 
stand, but it may leave you 
standing there alone with 
lost opportunities. The only 
way words can move suc-
cessfully from one person 
to another accurately is if 
the speaker and the hear-
er are not moving away 
from each other. Proverbs 
speaks of “fools,” which 
means one who is not 
ready to hear what is being 
said. It doesn’t matter how 
true or needed a word is if 
the recipient is unable to 
hear. Proverbs 23:9 says, 
“Do not speak in the hear-
ing of a fool, for he will de-
spise the wisdom of your 
words.”

On the other hand, there 
are times when speaking 
one’s mind is evidence of 
a lack of self-control. We 
can use speech to make a 
situation better or worse. 
Proverbs 15 is the well-
known reminder that, “A 
soft answer turns away 
wrath, but a harsh word 
stirs up anger.” Thinking 
before we speak is always 
good. “To make an apt an-
swer is a joy to a man, and 
a word in season, how good 
it is!”, and “The mind of the 
righteous ponders how to 
answer, but the mouth of 
the wicked pours out evil 

things.”
There are also times 

when it is best to wait. 
I believe that too many 
adults have put too much 
information into the heads 
and hearts of our children. 
There are things that we 
need to know to be able to 
function as adults or to do 
our jobs, but our children 
do not because they are 
not mature enough or ex-
perienced enough to han-
dle them. This is sel昀sh on 
the part of anxious adults. 

The context of Jesus 
talking to his disciples is 
clearly different, but the 
principle holds. He said to 
them in John 16:12-13, “I 
have yet many things to 
say to you, but you cannot 
bear them now. When the 
Spirit of truth comes, he 
will guide you into all the 
truth; for he will not speak 
on his own authority, but 
whatever he hears he will 
speak, and he will declare 
to you the things that are 
to come.”

Let us all be quick to 
hear, slow to speak, slow to 
anger. These things make 
for growth and peace. 

Dr. Sean Niestrath is a 
minister in Madisonville, 
Ky. He holds a doctoral 
degree in ministry. You 
may contact him at sean.
niestrath@outlook.com.

Sean
NIESTRATH
Faith-based columnist

Guest
Columnist

The selfishness of speaking your mind

n Suicidal thoughts? Stop! Email dbrantpc@tds.net and re-
quest a video link that hopefully will change your mind.

n Old Salem Baptist Church has a Blessing Box located 
next to the church at 117 Old Salem Church Rd. Everyone is 
welcome to take items or place them in the box for others to 
enjoy.

n First Baptist Church of Fredonia food pantry is open from 
4-5:30 p.m., third Wednesday of each month in Coleman Hall 
of the church.

n Cave Springs Baptist Church between Lola and Joy in 
Livingston County offers food 24 hours a day, 7 days week at 
its outdoor Blessing Box in front of the church.

n Salem Baptist Celebrate Recovery meets Monday’s 5:30 
p.m. with a meal at 6 p.m., at 209 Highland Street, opposite 
side of the building from the Thrift Store.

Religious Outreach

People need us to tell 
them about faith in Jesus

Question: I know I need 
to encourage others to re-
pent and turn to Jesus with 
their needs for forgiveness 
of sin. I’m thankful someone 
shared God’s message of 
forgiveness with me, but fear 
of disapproval and rejection 
keeps me from talking about 
Him to others. How can I get 
up the courage to share my 
faith with others?

Answer: First, you need 
to have the biblical truth 
昀rmly embedded in you that 
faith in Jesus Christ is the 
only solution for the penalty 
of sin—eternal death. The 
Bible says, “For all have 
sinned” (Rom. 3:23) and 
“The wages of sin is death” 
(Rom. 6:23).

Second, you should ac-
cept that our Lord Jesus 
Christ commanded His fol-
lowers to share how He 
loves every person so much 
He died on the cross to pay 
for his/her sin debt. Unfor-

tunately, many Christians 
“rarely” or “never” talk to 
anyone about their faith in 
Christ. Jesus commissioned 
His followers to “Go and 
make disciples” (Mt. 28:19). 
This has always been His 
plan.

If you have experienced 
forgiveness of your sins by 
faith in Jesus Christ, some-
one shared God’s message 
of love and invited you to 
receive Him as your Sav-
ior and Lord. Now it is your 
responsibility to tell others, 
too. Faith in Jesus isn’t just 
received; it’s meant to be 
shared. Now is the time to 
act. Don’t wait for the per-
fect time or opportunity, just 
do it and God will bless your 
effort. Successful sharing 
doesn’t depend on the re-
sults; it’s all about being a 
faithful spokesperson for our 
Master

Send your questions to: 
bob@bobhardison.com

AAsskk tthhee PPaassttoorr
By Bob Hardison



Citizens paved the way for home delivery in 1929

Brenda
Underdown
County Historian

Forgotten
Passages

Did you ever think 
about how long Marion 
residents and businesses 
have had the opportuni-
ty have their mail deliv-
ered to their front door? 
It is rather interesting to 
read about how it all got 
started, the people that 
backed it, and how it af-
fected our present day 
street names and even 
your house number, if 
you lived in town.  From 
the archives of The Crit-
tenden Press, this infor-
mation was found. It all 
started from The Press 
editor at the time, Wm. P. 
Hogard.

 –––
May 11, 1928 – Mail 
Delivery for Marion
W. P. Hogard, editor 

of The Press, had this in 
his column. While I am 
talking about new things 
for Marion I’ll 
say that we 
have a chance 
to get mail de-
livery service.  
Congressman 
Gregory has 
written me that 
if we want it he 
will make an 
effort to get the 
post of昀ce de-
partment to in-
stall city deliv-
ery service. He 
suggesst that 
everyone who 
lives in Mari-
on write W. V. 
Gregory Mem-
ber Congress 
and Fred M. 
Sackettt, Senate Of昀ce 
Building, Washington, D. 
C. and tell them that you 
want carrier service.

It will help a lot if you 
will, and it will only cost 
you two cents.  Remem-
ber what Josh Billings 
said about the postage 
stamp. “That its useful-
ness consisted of its abil-
ity to stick to one thing 
until it got there.”

–––
June 22, 1928 – Mari-
on May Have City Mail 

Delivery
Lyman H. Sides, post 

of昀ce inspector from Pa-
ducah, was in Marion 
Wednesday in the in-
terest of helping Marion 
people obtain city mail 
delivery service.

Mr. Sides discussed 
this matter with Post-
master V. O. Chandler 
and others. It was decid-
ed that the outlook was 
very favorable for Marion 
having this service within 
the near future.

The inspector and Mr. 
Chandler went over the 
city investigating the con-
dition of the streets and 
sidewalks, which should 
come up to a certain 
standard before city de-
livery is established.

If Marion is to have this 
service, which is practi-
cally assured although 

no of昀cial steps have 
been taken, mail will be 
delivered over the town 
twice each day.  Either 
one or two carriers will be 

employed for 
this work, but 
昀nal details are 
to be worked 
out later.

–––
April 19, 1929 
– Marion May 
Have Village 

Delivery
Citizens sign 

petition to be 
sent to Wash-
ington.  Re-
ports made 
regarding mail 
delivery.

Within the 
near future it 
is hoped that 
village delivery 
of the mail will 

be established in Marion.  
V. O. Chandler, postmas-
ter of the Marion of昀ce, 
wrote some time ago to 
Senator Sackett regard-
ing the inauguration of 
this service here.

Senator Sackett ad-
vised that recommenda-
tion and reports from Mr. 
Chandler and from the 
local post of昀ce inspector, 
Lyman Sides of Paducah, 
be 昀led with the depart-
ment in Washington.

These reports show 
that the Marion of昀ce 
meets all requirements in 
postal receipts, and other 
matters.  Upon a request 
from postal authorities 
in Washington, a peti-
tion has been circulated 
this week, and signed by 
over 300 Marion citizens 
asking that this service 
be granted Marion. Res-
olutions favoring the pro-
posal are being passed by 
most of the town’s civic 
bodies.

The City Council some 
time ago passed an ordi-
nance binding the city to 
number the houses and 
to provide proper street 
crossings along the route.

Senator Alben Barkley 
and Congressman W. V. 
Gregory had written Mr. 
Chandler, assuring him 
of their interest in the 
matter.

According to plans 
there will be two mail de-
liveries each day. The ser-
vice to be used in Marion 
is designated as Village 
delivery until it has been 
in use three years. After 
that time it is called City 
delivery by the postal de-
partment.  Carriers will 
be under civil service reg-
ulations.

–––
May 10, 1929 – Streets 
named, Houses Num-

bered
Marion will soon have 

city mail delivery, accord-
ing to Postmaster V. O. 
Chandler, who has re-
ceived a noti昀cation from 
the Post Of昀ce Depart-
ment in Washington stat-
ing that as soon as the 
city meets certain de昀nite 
requirements of that de-
partment the free delivery 
of mail will be established 
in Marion.

City council is having 
signs bearing the name 
of the streets placed at 
each street intersection, 
and each house along the 
routes will be correctly 
numbered and equipped 
with a mail receptacle.

Mr. Chandler will notify 
Washington authorities 
when Marion has ful昀lled 
these requirements.

It is expected that there 
will be two mail deliveries 
each day and that practi-
cally the entire town will 
be reached by this ser-
vice.

–––
Sept. 27, 1929 – Village 
Delivery Starts Tues-

day.  
John Wm. Chandler 

appointed carrier, one 
delivery to be made daily. 
Village delivery of mail in 
Marion will be inaugurat-
ed Tuesday, Oct. 1, it was 
announced by Postmas-
ter V. L. Chandler this 
week.

John William Chandler 
has been appointed as 
carrier.  One delivery of 
mail will be made each 
day.  Leaving the post 
of昀ce at 8:50 a.m. the 

residential section of the 
town will be served.  The 
delivery of mail to the 
business section of Mar-
ion is to be made in the 
afternoon, with the carri-
er leaving the post of昀ce 
at 1:30 o’clock.

In keeping with the 
U. S. postal regulations, 
Mr. Chandler states that 
the carrier will not have 
postage stamps for sale. 
These must be obtained 
from the post of昀ce. No 
package or letter with in-
suf昀cient postage may be 
accepted by the carrier. 
All letters given the carri-
er for mailing must bear 
a two cent stamp.  This 
includes “drop letters,” 
which formerly went for 
one cent or one cent and 
a half.

–––
Must Patronize Deliv-

ery
Those living within the 

city limits must get their 
mail from the carrier or 
else obtain a box at the 
post of昀ce. No mail will be 
given out general deliv-
ery, except to transients 
and those not living with-
in the city limits, whose 
post of昀ce is Marion.  
(General Delivery is a ser-
vice offered by the United 
States Postal Service that 
allows you to receive mail 
if you do not have a per-
manent address.) An ex-
ception to the above reg-
ulation may be 昀led with 
the postmaster, and if 
accepted, that person or 
person, may obtain their 
mail from general deliv-
ery.

These rules, Mr. Chan-
dler announces, are all 
U. S. postal regulations, 
and must be adhered to 
strictly.

It is said that if the vil-
lage delivery proves pop-
ular at a later date, city 
delivery will be estab-
lished with a great num-
ber of deliveries through 
a section of the city daily.

–––
Oct. 18, 1929 – Street 

Fair to Celebrate
To celebrate the com-

pletion of three of Mari-
on’s new concrete streets 
and the nearing com-
pletion of another, new 
street names and house 
numbers, in conjunction 
to help Marion get village 
delivery of mail, the Par-
ent-Teachers Association 
held a street fair for ev-
eryone to enjoy.

One block of Bellville 
Street from Main to Court 
was roped off and a series 
of booths constructed 
for the use of the vari-
ous committees who had 
charge of different parts 
of the program.

At noon a barbecue 
dinner was served in the 

court house yard and 
throughout the day re-
freshments could be pur-
chased at a number of 
stands.

At some of the booths 
games and contests were 
conducted, while one of 
the features of the day 
was a motion picture at 
the Kentucky theatre.

The largest crowd of 
the entire program was 
the attendance at the Old 
Fiddlers Contest. First 
prize was awarded to Ev-
erett Brewer while sec-
ond prize went to Jonas 
Rushing.  In the square 
dances people participat-

ed with the dances called 
by Byrd M. Guess of Fre-
donia.

–––
Once again Marion’s 

citizens worked together 
and got things done and 
then celebrated together 
and had a good time.   

(Brenda Underdown is 
chair of Crittenden Coun-
ty Historical Society and 
a member of Crittenden 
County Genealogical So-
ciety. Much more local 
history can be found at 
OurForgottenPassages.
blogspot.com).
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of昀ce.



for sale
36” Solid wood interior door, 
beautiful, still in carton, paid 
$300, will take $250; Nice 
set of gas logs $250. (270) 
704-5047. (2t-42-c)ks

Classi昀ed advertising 
works! Customers tell us 
they sell their items faster 
than they expect by listing 
in The Crittenden Press! 
Call (270) 965-3191 to post 
a classi昀ed ad.

sales
Large, multi-family yard 
sale on Friday, October 
17th from 9:00 a.m. to 
5:00 p.m. at 305 N. Walker 
Street in Marion. Variety of 
items for all ages.  With re-
cent deaths and a business 
move in our family, this one 
will be huge! (1t-41-p)

services
CONCRETE WORK: Park-
ing lots, garages, steel 
buildings, walls, sidewalks, 
driveways, room additions, 
rock driveways, clean ditch-
es. Call for quote (270) 
724-4672, Joe Mattingly 
Concrete Construction. 
(12t-40-p)

notice
This is Cooper Recovery, 
repo of a Ford F-150, plate 
#P5R802, vin #1FTDF-
18W8VND29549, owner 
is Celeste Stone, will be 
sold Oct. 25, 2025. Pick up 
at Creekside Apartments, 
Marion, KY. Contact Coo-
per Recovery, (270) 704-
0943. (3t-42-p)

Advertise your job open-
ing, event, items for sale, 
auction etc. in this newspa-
per plus 83 other Kentucky 
newspapers including The 
Paducah Sun, Kentucky 
New Era (Hopkinsville), 
The Sturgis News, The 
(Princeton) Times Leader, 
The (Providence) Jour-
nal-Enterprise, The Union 
County Advocate, The Hen-
derson Gleaner, The Living-

ston Ledger and The (Madi-
sonville) Messenger and for 
only $250. Save time and 
money by making one call 
for all! For more informa-
tion, contact the classi昀ed 
department at (270) 965-
3191 or email us at adver-
tising@the-press.com.

statewide
BATHROOM REMODEL

BATH & SHOWER UP-
DATES in as little as ONE 
DAY! Affordable prices - No 
payments for 18 months!  
Lifetime warranty & profes-
sional installs. Senior & Mil-
itary Discounts available. 
Call: 1-833-770-0957

Jacuzzi Bath Remodel can 
install a new, custom bath 
or shower in as little as 
one day. For a limited time, 
waiving ALL installation 
costs! (Additional terms ap-
ply. Subject to change and 
vary by dealer. (Offer ends 
12/31/25.) Call 1-866-837-
5986

Safe Step. North America’s 
#1 Walk-In Tub. Compre-
hensive lifetime warranty. 
Top-of-the-line installation 
and service. Now featuring 
our FREE shower package 
and $1600 Off for a limited 
time! Call today! Financing 
available. Call Safe Step 
1-888-302-4539

BUSINESS SPACE FOR 
RENT

Frankfort Of昀ce Space for 
rent: Second 昀oor with four 
large of昀ce areas, restroom. 
Of昀ce desks furnished. Lo-
cated ½ mile from I-64 Law-
renceburg exit 53A. Elec-
tric, water, gas, utilities and 
internet included. $2,200 
per month.  Call Bonnie 
Howard, Kentucky Press 
Association, 502-223-8821.

BUYING CARS

We buy 8,000 cars a week. 
Sell your old, busted or junk 
car with no hoops, haggles 
or headaches. Sell your car 
to Peddle. Easy three step 
process. Instant offer. Free 
pickup. Fast payment. Call 
1-844-440-0399

BUYING HOUSES

We Buy Houses for Cash 
AS IS! No repairs. No fuss. 
Any condition. Easy three 
step process: Call, get cash 
offer and get paid. Get your 
fair cash offer today by 
calling Liz Buys Houses: 
1-888-287-5615

CABLE/UTILITIES

DIRECTV OVER INTER-
NET - Get your favorite live 
TV, sports and local chan-
nels. 99% signal reliability! 
CHOICE Package, $84.99/
mo for 12 months. HBO 
Max and Premium Chan-
nels included for 3 mos (w/
CHOICE Package or high-
er.) No annual contract, no 
hidden fees! Some restric-
tions apply. Call IVS 1-888-
340-6138

AFFORDABLE TV & IN-
TERNET. If you are over-
paying for your service, 
call now for a free quote 
and see how much you can 
save! 1-877-548-7494
Get DISH Satellite TV + 
Internet!  Free Install, Free 
HD-DVR Upgrade, 80,000 
On-Demand Movies, Plus 
Limited Time Up To $600 
In Gift Cards. Call Today! 
1-855-633-4574

DIRECTV- All your enter-
tainment. Nothing on your 
roof! Sign up for Directv and 

get your 昀rst three months 
of Max, Paramount+, Show-
time, Starz, MGM+ and 
Cinemax included. Choice 
package $84.99/mo. Some 
restrictions apply. Call DI-
RECTV 1-866-292-5435

CELLULAR

Get Boost In昀nite! Unlimit-
ed Talk, Text and Data For 
Just $25/mo! The Power Of 
3 5G Networks, One Low 
Price! Call Today and Get 
The Latest iPhone Every 
Year On Us! 855-841-2894

Consumer Cellular - the 
same reliable, nationwide 
coverage as the largest 
carriers. No long-term con-
tract, no hidden fees and 
activation is free. All plans 
feature unlimited talk and 
text, starting at just $20/
month. For more informa-
tion, call 1-833-353-2982

DEBT HELP

In昀ation is at 40year highs. 
Interest rates are way up. 
Credit Cards. Medical Bills. 
Car Loans. Do you have 
$10k or more in debt? Call 
NATIONAL DEBT RELIEF 
and 昀nd out how to pay off 
your debt for signi昀cantly 
less than what you owe! 
FREE quote: Call 1-844-
262-5602

Struggling with debt? If you 
have over $15,000 in debt 
we help you be debt free in 
as little as 24-48 months. 
Pay nothing to enroll. Call 
Now: 1-877-857-0268

DONATIONS
(VEHICLES)

Donate your car, truck, boat, 
RV and more to support our 
veterans! Schedule a FAST, 
FREE vehicle pickup and 
receive a top tax deduction! 
Call Veteran Car Donations 
at 1-833-984-2146 today!

GOT AN UNWANTED 
CAR??? DONATE IT TO 
PATRIOTIC HEARTS. 
Fast free pick up. Patriotic 
Hearts’ programs help vet-
erans 昀nd work or start their 
own business. Call 24/7: 
1-833-485-3141.

Get a break on your taxes! 
Donate your car, truck, or 
SUV to assist the blind and 
visually impaired. Arrange a 
swift, no-cost vehicle pick-
up and secure a generous 
tax credit for 2025. Call 
Heritage for the Blind Today 
at 1-877-581-3053 today!

HEALTH

Portable Oxygen Concen-
trator May Be Covered by 
Medicare! Reclaim inde-
pendence and mobility with 
the compact design and 
long-lasting battery of Ino-
gen One. Free information 
kit! Call 888-982-0374

Attention: VIAGRA and 
CIALIS USERS! A cheap-
er alternative to high drug-
store prices! 50 Pill Special 
- Only $99! 100% guaran-
teed. CALL NOW: 1-877-
690-2326

HOME IMPROVEMENT

No more cleaning out gut-
ters. Guaranteed! LeafFil-
ter is backed by a no-clog 
guarantee and lifetime 
transferrable warranty. Call 
today 1-866-329-2415 to 
schedule a FREE inspec-
tion and no obligation es-
timate. Get 15% off your 
entire order. Plus, Military 
& Seniors get an additional 
10% off. Limited time only. 
Restrictions apply, see rep-
resentative for warranty 
and offer details.

SunSetter. America’s Num-
ber One Awning! Instant 
shade at the touch of a but-
ton. Transform your deck or 
patio into an outdoor oasis. 
Up to 10-year limited war-
ranty. Call now and SAVE 
$350 today! 1-866-348-
8793

Replace your roof with the 
best looking and longest 
lasting material – steel from 
Erie Metal Roofs! Three 
styles and multiple colors 
available. Guaranteed to 
last a lifetime! Limited Time 
Offer up to 50% off instal-
lation + Additional 10% off 
install (for military, health 
workers & 1st respond-
ers.) Call Erie Metal Roofs: 
1-888-306-0302

HOME SERVICES

Prepare for power outag-
es today with a Generac 
Home Standby Generator. 
Act now to receive a FREE 
5-Year warranty with quali-
fying purchase. Call 1-844-
688-8576 today to schedule 
a free quote. It’s not just a 
generator. It’s a power 
move.
INSURANCE SERVICES

DENTAL INSURANCE from 
Physicians Mutual Insur-
ance Company. Coverage 
for 400 plus procedures. 
Real dental insurance - 
NOT just a discount plan. 
Do not wait! Call now! Get 
your FREE Dental Informa-
tion Kit with all the details! 
1-855-900-7392 www.den-
tal50plus.com/26 #6258

INTERNET OFFERS

Choose EarthLink Fiber 
Internet for speeds up to 
5 Gigs, no data caps, no 
throttling. Prices starting at 
$54.95. Plus, a $100 gift 
card when you make the 
switch.  Call 1-833-974-
4780

MUSICAL
INSTRUMENTS

We Buy Vintage Guitar’s! 
Looking for 1920-1980 
Gibson, Martin, Fender, 
Gretsch, Epiphone, Guild, 
Mosrite, Rickenbacker, 
Prairie State, D’Angelico, 
Stromberg. And Gibson 
Mandolins / Banjos. These 
brands only! Call for a 
quote: 1-833-641-7011

SECURITY

HOME BREAK-INS take 
less than 60 SECONDS. 
Don’t wait! Protect your 
family, your home, your 
assets NOW for as little as 
70¢ a day! Call 1-833-360-
5407

TIME SHARE/
FINANCIAL

Wesley Financial Group, 
LLC Timeshare Can-
cellation Experts Over 
$50,000,000 in timeshare 
debt and fees cancelled in 
2019. Get free information-
al package and learn how 
to get rid of your timeshare! 
Free consultations. Over 
450 positive reviews. Call 
855-977-4979

WATCHES

CASH PAID FOR HIGH-
END MEN’S SPORT 

WATCHES. Rolex, Breitling, 
Omega, Patek Philippe, 
Heuer, Daytona, GMT, Sub-
mariner and Speedmaster. 
These brands only! Call for 
a quote: 1-833-641-6058

WRITERS WANTED

Become a Published Au-
thor. We want to Read 
Your Book! Dorrance Pub-
lishing-Trusted by Authors 
Since 1920 Book manu-
script submissions currently 
being reviewed. Compre-
hensive Services: Consul-
tation, Production, Promo-
tion and Distribution Call for 
Your Free Author`s Guide 
1-855-209-2951 or visit dor-
ranceinfo.com/Kentucky

THE CRITTENDEN PRESS, Marion, Kentucky 42064, Thursday, October 16, 2025 7 

Classifieds The Crittenden Press The Press Online
CrittendenPress.Blogspot.com

The
Crittenden 

Press
125 E. Bellville St.,

P.O. Box 191
Marion, KY 42064

(270) 965-3191
information@the-press.

com

Open weekdays
9 a.m.-5 p.m.

Advertising deadline
is 5 p.m., Monday

Prepaid ads of 20 words or 
less are $7 for one week, with 
a 10-cent charge for each 
word over the initial 20. Run 
the same ad for consecutive 
issues for only $4 each week. 
Now, all regular classi昀ed ads 
are placed on our Web site, 
www.the-press.com, at no 
extra charge.
You can also reach more than 
one million readers with one 
call! Contact the classi昀ed 
department for more 
information about placing 
a 25-word classi昀ed in 70 
newspapers for only $250.
It is the policy of The 
Crittenden Press Inc., to fully 
comply with the Fair Housing 
Act and to never knowingly 
publish advertisements that 
discriminate on the basis of 
race, color, religion, national 
origin, sex, disability or 
family status. If you believe 
an advertisement published 
in this newspaper is 
discriminatory, please contact 
the publisher immediately at 
(270) 965-3191.
All phone numbers listed for 
ads on this page are within 
the 270 area code unless 
otherwise noted.

RANCHANDFARMAUCTIONS .COM

LAND
AUCTION

IN COOPERATION WITH WHITETAIL PROPERTIES REAL ESTATE LLC (237494) | Debbie Laux, Ranch & Farm Auctions, Kentucky Broker License 
# 247145 | Derek Fisher, Whitetail Properties Real Estate, KY Broker License #265593 | Joe Gizdic, Director, Ranch & Farm Auctions, 217.299.0332 

| Justin Mason, Kentucky Land Specialist for Whitetail Properties Real Estate, LLC, 270.439.8019 | Mark Williams, Kentucky Land Specialist for 
Whitetail Properties Real Estate, LLC, 270.439.8021 | Cody Lowderman, KY Auctioneer, RP 3502

588.449 AC± | 7 TRACTS 
CRITTENDEN CO, KY

11/5/25 AT 3 PM
AUCTION HELD AT:

FOHS HALL
201 N WALKER ST

MARION, KY 42064
IN COOPERATION WITH WHITETAIL PROPERTIES REAL ESTATE, LLC

MARK WILLIAMS, AGENT: 270.439.8021 
JUSTIN MASON, AGENT: 270.439.8019

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 
 
The Public Service Commission of Kentucky 
issued orders on July 7, 2025, scheduling a 
hearing to be held on November 3, 2025, at 9 
a.m. Eastern Daylight Time, in the Richard 
Raff Hearing Room at the offices of the Public 
Service Commission located at 211 Sower 
Boulevard in Frankfort, Kentucky for Case 
Nos. 2025-00113 and 2025-00114.  This is an 
examination of the Electronic Applications of 
Kentucky Utilities Company and Louisville Gas 
and Electric Company for adjustment of its 
electric and gas rates and approval of certain 
regulatory and accounting treatments. 
 
This hearing will be streamed live and may be 
viewed on the PSC website, psc.ky.gov.  
 
Public comments may be made at the 
beginning of the hearing.  Those wishing to 
make oral public comments may do so by 
following the instructions listed on the PSC 
website, psc.ky.gov. 



UPCOMING EVENTS  

Rocket sports schedule 

THURSDAY 
CCHS volleyball hosts Henderson 
FRIDAY 
CCHS football at Ft. Campbell 
SATURDAY 
CCHS cross country at Paducah 
TUESDAY 
Volleyball Dist Tourn at Rocket Arena 

SOCCER 
All District & Region 

  Crittenden County High School had 
three players earn All Fifth District hon-
ors in soccer. They are (from left) Adri 
Berry, Mollie Blazina and Ella Geary. 
Also, Geary was named to the All Sec-
ond Region team for the second 
straight year. She’s a four-time all-dis-
trict selection. 
 

VOLLEYBALL 
JV team is runnerup  

   Crittenden County’s junior varsity vol-
leyball team finished runner-up at the 
Henderson JV Regional Tournament 
last week. Three players were named 
to the all-tournament team. They were 
Maeson Martin, Maddie Hearell and 
Ava Tabor. 
 
OUTDOORS 

Hunting Seasons 

  Here are so me of the most common 
hunting opportunities currently in sea-
son or coming up:  
Bullfrog                          May 16 - Oct 31 
Coyote night, no lights    July 1 - Nov 30 
Squirrel                            Aug 16 - Nov 7 
Dove                               Sept 1 - Oct 26 
Crow                                 Sep 1 - Nov 9 
Canada goose              Sept 1 - Sept 15 
Deer archery                   Sept 6 - Jan 19 
Turkey archery                Sept 6 - Jan 19 
Deer crossbow          Sept 20 - Jan 19 
Turkey crossbow              Oct 1 - Oct 19 
Raccoon                           Oct 1 - Feb 28 
Deer Youth                           Oct 11-19 
Deer muzzleloader               Oct 18-19 
Turkey shotgun                       Oct 25-31 
Woodcock                        Oct 25 - Nov 7 
Deer gun                               Nov 8-23 
Turkey crossbow             Nov 8 - Dec 31 
Bobcat trapping             Nov 10 - Feb 28 
Squirrel                          Nov 10 - Feb 28 
Quail                              Nov 10 - Feb 10 
Rabbit        Nov 10 - Feb 10 
Raccoon trapping          Nov 10 - Feb 28  
Woodcock                     Nov 10 - Dec 10 
Coyote trapping             Nov 10 - Feb 28 
Bobcat                           Nov 15 - Feb 28 
Youth waterfowl                           Nov 22 
Duck                             Nov 27 - Nov 30 
Canada goose               Nov 27 - Feb 15 
Snow Ross goose         Nov 27 - Feb 15 
White-fronted goose      Nov 27 - Feb 15  
Dove                               Nov 27 - Dec 7 
Coyote night, lights      Dec 1 - March 31 
Turkey shotgun               Dec 6 - Dec 12 
Duck                                Dec 7 - Jan 31  
Deer muzzleloader              Dec 13-21 

Dove                              Dec 20 - Jan 11 
Deer Free Youth                  Dec 27-28 

Crow                                Jan 4 - Feb 28 
Youth waterfowl                           Feb 14 

Coyote daytime                    Year Round 
Ground hog                          Year Round 
 

Muzzleloader & Youth Hunt 

   The two-day early muzzleloader deer 
season will be Saturday and Sunday 
across Kentucky. This weekend’s 
blackpowder season runs simultaneous 
with the final weekend of the youth 
firearm season.  
   Youth hunters have been slow to get 
going so far this season. On the first 
day of hunting, only one Crittenden 
County deer was checked on the 
KDFWR Telecheck system. By Sunday 
afternoon that figure had lurched ahead 
to one dozen, but by Monday the sys-
tem showed 45 deer taken by youths. 
Figures were similar in Livingston 
County where 26 deer were harvested 
through Monday. The youth hunt is ex-
panded this fall and runs through Sun-
day, Oct. 19. For the last several years, 
about 50 deer taken during the two-day 
youth weekend, but those figures were 
more than double that 20 years ago. 
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LADY ROCKETS SOCCER 
Crittenden falls in Second Region opener 

Crittenden County’s girls’ soccer team capped one of 
its most productive seasons in recent years Saturday with 
a hard-fought regional quarterfinal loss to defending 
champion Madisonville. 

The Lady Rockets fell 4-0 in the match at University 
Heights Academy, but not before showing the same re-
silience and determination that carried them to their first 
regional berth since 2022. 

Madisonville, which has advanced to the regional semi-
finals seven straight seasons, set the tone early with a 
flurry of shots in the opening minutes. Crittenden keeper 
Macibelle Hardesty turned away five attempts before the 
Lady Maroons scored at the 10-minute mark. The Lady 
Maroons added another goal before halftime  off of a 
corner kick. Madisonville’s size and experience ultimately 
wore down the Lady Rocket back line as the Maroons 
scored two more goals in the second half, both from cor-
ner kicks. 

Despite limited offensive chances, Crittenden never re-
lented, keeping its tone and forcing Madisonville to work 
for each score. The Lady Rockets managed their first shot 
with about nine minutes left, but couldn’t find the back of 
the net. 

The loss ends Crittenden’s season at 7-11-1, its high-
est win total since 2022 and tied for the program’s 
fourth-best record in school history. Under head coach 
Jessica DeBurgo, the team has shown steady progress 
over her five-year tenure. 

Since the program began in 2001, Crittenden has 
weathered lean years and rebuilding seasons. This year’s 
squad joins a short list of Lady Rocket teams with seven 
or more victories, a mark reached only six times in school 
history (2002, 2005, 2006, 2021, 2022 and 2025). 

Crittenden County earned its berth in the regional 
tournament with a 3-2 win over Lyon County in last 
week’s district tournament semifinal round. CCHS lost 8-
0 to Trigg County in the championship at Marion. 

 

CCHS CROSS COUNTRY 

Crittenden County cross country male athletes placed 
10th overall in the team standings with a total of 220 
points and an average team time of 22:59. Leading the 

Rockets was River Rogers, who 
clocked a 19:14.44 to finish 25th 
overall. He was closely followed 
by CJ Nelson in 32nd at 
19:35.29, and Noah Martinez, 
who crossed the line in 38th at 
19:53.70. 

Also running for the Rockets 
were Landon Starkey in 87th with 
a 26:21.15 and Miles Yates, who 
finished 91st in 29:51.04. 

Crittenden County’s Addie 
Nelson led the Lady Rockets with 
a strong performance, clocking 
25:16.66 to finish 26th overall in 
a highly competitive regional 
field. Seventh-grader Braelyn 
Fulkerson followed with a 
30:04.45 for 39th place, rounding out Crittenden’s repre-
sentation at the meet. 

 

CCHS GOLF TEAM 

Crittenden County High School’s golf team held its 
postseason awards ceremony last week. Cash Singleton 
and Georgia Holeman were chosen respectively as MVPs 
for the boys’ and girls’ squads. Holeman was a state 
tournament qualifier this fall. 

Hudson Stokes was named Rookie of the Year, Single-
ton was the Medalist Award winner with the lowest indi-
vidual average. He also received the Sportsmanship 
Award. Dawson Johnson was the team’s Workhorse Award 
winner. 
 

CCHS VOLLEYBALL 

   Crittenden County’s volleyball team will host the up-
coming Fifth District Tournament at Rocket Arena. CCHS 
has dominated the league’s postseason play for the past 
seven years and is favored to capture another district 
crown early next week. The three-team event will be held 
Tuesday, Oct. 21, with Trigg County squaring off against 
Livingston Central in the opening round and Crittenden, 
the No. 1 seed, playing the winner in the nightcap. The 
Lady Rockets have won the district title the past seven 
years in a row.  
   CCHS lost 3-0 at UHA in a match on Monday.

CRITTENDEN COUNTY FALL SPORTS ROUNDUP

Crittenden County’s soccer team was presented the Fifth District runnerup trophy last week. Pictured are (from left) Coach Jessica 
DeBurgo, Peyton Smith, Adeline Morries, Dixie Hunter, Zoey Hodge, Mollie Blazina, Ella Geary, Adri Berry, Macibelle Hardesty, 
Hailey Moore, Kiersten Smith, Ruby Peek, Olivia Topp, Callie Rich, Hayden Peak, Kylie Bloodworth and coach Heather Blood-
worth.

The third- and fourth-
grade Junior Pro Rockets left 
no doubt in their last game 
on Oct. 4 who sits atop the 
league standings, shutting 
out Caldwell County 28-0 in 
a matchup between the two 
top teams in the circuit. The 
win pushed Crittenden to 5-
0 on the season and secured 
at least a share of the regu-
lar-season championship 
with two games remaining. 

Quarterback Ayden Oliver 
set the tone early, breaking 
loose for a 62-yard touch-
down run on the third play of 
the game. He then connected 
with tight end Dagan Taylor 
for the extra point. On the 
next drive, running back 
Colton James powered in 
from three yards out, and 
fullback Koleson Tinsley 
added the conversion to 
make it 14-0 in the first 
quarter. 

Oliver continued the hot 
start with a 43-yard scramble 
followed by a 17-yard scoring 
pass to Taylor late in the first 
half. Grayson Congenie 
caught the conversion pass, 
giving the Rockets a 21-0 
lead at intermission. Critten-
den’s defense then turned 
away multiple Caldwell 
threats before Oliver inter-
cepted a pass and returned it 

inside the Tiger 5-yard line. 
James finished the job with 
his second touchdown of the 
day on a four-yard run, and 
Boone Tabor caught the 
extra point for the final mar-
gin. 

Crittenden’s offense racked 
up 248 yards on 28 plays 
with 167 on the ground and 
81 through the air, while the 
defense posted its fifth con-
secutive shutout. Oliver was 
8-of-10 passing for 81 yards 
and one touchdown, adding 
119 yards rushing on five 
carries. Taylor caught four 
passes for 50 yards and a 
score. James rushed 11 
times for 46 yards and two 
touchdowns, and Tinsley 
contributed two carries for 
two yards. 

Defensively, the Rockets 
dominated. Caldwell man-
aged just 74 total yards on 
27 plays, and only 15 rush-
ing. Rocket linebackers led 
the charge as Tinsley 
recorded four tackles, four 
assists and a tackle for loss; 
Taylor added three tackles, 
four assists and a TFL; and 
James tallied three tackles, 
two assists and a TFL. Nose 
guard Blake Sitar added 
three tackles and two assists. 

The Rockets’ defensive 
streak remains intact as no 

opponent has reached the 
end zone this season. 

Through five games, Crit-
tenden has outscored its op-
ponents 139-0 while 
amassing 1,220 yards of total 
offense. The Rockets average 
244 yards and nearly 28 
points per contest. 

Crittenden wraps up regu-
lar-season play with two 10 
a.m. road games on Oct. 18 
at Webster County and Oct. 
25 at Caldwell County before 
hosting the 2025 Junior Pro 
Jamboree at Rocket Stadium 
Nov. 1-2. 
Season Totals (Five Games) 
Rushing: Oliver 30 carries, 

469 yards, 7 TDs; James 48 
for 330, 5 TDs; Congenie 5 

for 79, 2 TDs; Winders 2 for 
33, TD; Tinsley 7 for 10; Mc-
Clain 2 for 5; Tabor 1 for 3; 
Herndon 1 for –3. 

Passing: Oliver 27 of 43, 
252 yards, 3 TDs, 2 INTs; 
Winders 2 of 5, 37 yards, TD. 

Receiving: Taylor 11 recep-
tions, 147 yards, 3 TDs; 
Tabor 10 for 84; Congenie 6 
for 25; Oliver 1 for 33, TD; 
James 1 reception. 

Defense: James 19 tackles, 
10 assists, 5 TFL; Tinsley 19 
tackles, 10 assists, 3 TFL; 
Taylor 14 tackles, 14 assists, 
4 TFL; Sitar 11 tackles, 8 as-
sists, 3 TFL; Winders 7 tack-
les, 7 assists, 3 TFL, fumble 
recovery; Oliver 6 tackles, 7 
assists, 2 INTs; Morse 6 tack-
les, 6 assists, 2 TFL, 3 fum-
ble recoveries; Congenie 6 
tackles, 3 assists, 2 TFL, INT; 
Tabor 5 tackles, 6 assists, 
TFL; Hunt 4 tackles, 5 as-
sists, 3 TFL; Atwell 3 tackles, 
2 assists, 2 TFL; others con-
tributing include Crotty, Fla-
hardy, Odom and McClain. 

Scoring: Oliver 8 TDs; 
James 5; Taylor 3; Congenie 
1; Winders 1. 

Team Defensive Totals: 84 
solo tackles, 72 assists, 23 
tackles for loss, 5 forced fum-
bles, 3 fumble recoveries, 2 
interceptions, and two defen-
sive touchdowns. 

Rockets pictured are Boone Tabor (11), Ayden Oliver 
(4), Colton James (19) and Koleson Tinsley (6).

Colton James (left) and Hayden 
Atwell combine for a tackle.

Crittenden QB Ayden Oliver rushes for a 
gain against Caldwell County.

3rd & 4th Season Scores 
Crittenden 32, Trigg Co. 0 
Crittenden 7, Hopkins Co. 0 
Crittenden 47, Webster Co. 0 
Crittenden 25, Union Co. 0 
Crittenden 28, Caldwell Co. 0 
 

Standings on Oct. 6 
Crittenden County          5-0 
Trigg County                  3-2 
Caldwell County             3-2 
Hopkins County             2-2 
Union County                1-4 
Webster County            0-4

Junior Pro’s 3&4 team working on perfect season

Braelyn Fulkerson

Photos by Misty Tinsley



ART 
Continued from page 1 

where she painted a rain-
bow of foods, and to the 
entry of the high school, 
where a cosmic mural of 
astronauts and planets 
greets visitors. 

The district continued 
to find walls for her. She 
painted the Rocket Arena 
conference room with a 
veterans’ Wall of Honor 
and a sweeping American 
flag. It seems as though 
one project tends to in-
spire the next. While 
most of her work is in 
conspicuous places in 
Marion, there’s another 
that graces the VFW 
building in Princeton. 

All told, Rodriguez has 
created three monumen-
tal American flag murals 
in the region, each re-
quiring careful logistics, 
safety planning and long 

days on scaffolding or 
borrowed lifts. She re-
calls one fall break when 
she worked from sunup 
until after dark, racing to 
finish the downtown flag 
before school resumed. 

Her most recent project 
was commissioned by 
First United Bank and 
helped to transform an 
exterior wall on the rest-
rooms  at Marion-Crit-
tenden County Park. 
Completed over the sum-
mer, the mural recreates 
the baseball field at Gor-
don B. Guess Field with a 
stunning three-dimen-
sional effect. From across 
the park, the painted 
grass can appear freshly 
mowed, a trompe l’oeil 
trick born from painstak-
ing perspective work. 

To make something 
look like you could walk 
right into it takes pa-
tience, she explained, of-

tentimes painting, then 
stepping back to study 
the work for a time. 

“If you watched me do 
the flag (in town). I was 
often just sitting in the 
parking lot staring at the 
wall.”  

Perspective drawing, a 
Renaissance-era discov-
ery she now teaches her 
students, has become 
central to her approach.  

“I think that teaching 
all of that actually helps 
me keep updated and I 
keep challenging myself 
to find ways to make 
things look more realis-
tic,” she said. 

The same lessons she 
designs for her students 
about perspective or 
shadows are the same 
tools she uses on the 
walls. 

While many of her mu-
rals are personal projects 
or private contracts, Ro-

driguez loops in students 
when possible. At the 
school, she invited her 
classes to help with sec-
tions of cafeteria walls. At 
the park, neighborhood 
children asked to join, 
and she let them fill in 
patches of grass so they 
could say they had a 
hand in the work. 

“It’s important to give 
them that chance,” she 
said. “One day they’ll 
drive by and tell their 
own kids, ‘I painted part 
of that.’” 

Rodriguez’s process be-
gins digitally. Using an 
iPad, Apple Pencil and 
the program Procreate, 
she sketches and super-
imposes ideas over pho-
tos of the wall so clients 
can visualize the finished 
product. The back-and-
forth can take weeks, but 
she believes it prevents 
disappointments once 

the paint dries. From 
there, she studies what 
materials are needed for 
the wall surface whether 
it’s brick, metal, glass 
and and how to safely 
reach the height re-
quired. 

For those technical de-
tails, she often turns to 
her father, whose main-
tenance background 
helps her determine lad-
ders, lifts and other tools.  

It’s not just painting. 
It’s planning, math, engi-
neering and safety all 
rolled into one, she said. 

In between major mu-
rals, Rodriguez keeps 
busy with smaller com-
missions. She has 
painted window displays, 
Christmas ornaments, 
cornhole boards and 
birthday banners.  

Those little projects fill 
the time between the 
summers when big paint-

ings tend to be sched-
uled, working those 
around her day job as a 
teacher. 

Rodriguez, now a 
mother of two, balanced 
her most recent large 
project while only weeks 
postpartum. The physical 
demands of climbing, 
stretching and painting 
long hours required pa-
tience and recovery. But 
she hopes to keep ac-
cepting projects as long 
as she is able. 

For now, no new mural 
has been commissioned. 

Rodriguez’s murals 
have become part of Mar-
ion’s identity, a source of 
civic pride and daily in-
spiration and she’s 
widely considered dthe 
town’s Rembrandt – an 
artist whose vision has 
literally reshaped the 
landscape. 
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57th Class Reunion 
Crittenden County Class of 1968 held its 57th Class Reunion recently. Pictured are (front from left) Phillis Myers Hardin, Peggy Fryar Belt, Teddy Dalton, Vicky Hollis Cox, 
Gwen Belt Melton, Kathy Bebout Omer, Becky Driver Conger, Sharon Orr Riley, Joanie Stone Glore, Nancy Cook Robertson, Barbara Conway Brickman, (back) Brenda 
Belt Alexander, Sam Brown, Lynn Walker, Eddie Hunt, Bobby Weldon, Marlin Patton, Ronnie Thomas, Bennie Johnson, Bill Fritts, Robert Orr, James Peterson, Bud Hodge, 
Wayne Howerton, Debbie Summers McKinney, Sandra Riley Dickerson and Sheila Brantley Truitt. 
 

Benefit 5K winners 
Here are top finishers from a recent 5K race at Marion-Crittenden County Park to 
benefit the Marion Cemetery Association. Pictured are (from left) Millie Bias, Laura 
Lee Schriber, Karen Winters, Harley Schriber, Erin Faughn, Parker Lingerfelt, Tiffany 
Roberts and Aubrey Grau, who was overall race champion.

STAFF REPORT 
Crittenden County Elementary 

School will host its annual Family Lit-
eracy Night and Book Fair on Thurs-
day, Oct. 16, from 4:30 to 6:30 p.m.  

Themed “Fall in Love with Reading,” 

the event will feature activities promot-
ing literacy, along with prizes and light 
snacks for families. Students and par-
ents are encouraged to attend for an 
evening of fun and learning centered 
around books and reading.

CCES hosts family ‘Fall in Love with Reading’
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Crittenden County School District re-
cently recognized its First United Bank 
Students of the Month during the Sep-
tember Board of Education meeting. Pic-
tured above are studnets of the month 
(from left) Chase Winders, Crittenden 
County Elementary School; Ryleigh 
Windlman, Crittenden County Pre-
School; Ellie McDaniel, school district 
student marketing representative; Jacob 
Carder, Crittenden County High School; 
and Kash Myers, Crittenden County Mid-
dle School. Also, pictured at right are 
Aubrey Grau and Elle McDaniel, who 
were recognized for their involvement in 
the governor’s school for entrepreuneurs 
along with others not pictured Madison 
Walker, for the Governor’s Scholars pro-
gram and Commonwealth Honors Acad-
emy; and Macie Conger, for the Gatton 
Academy for Math and Science. 

Weather YearbookWeather Yearbook

Coldest    Warmest   Wettest 
  Temp         Temp         Day 
   46.0            97.6           2.25

   Mon., Sep. 8                Sun., Sep. 14            Mon., Sep. 22

SEPTEMBER 2025

                                           2025            2024          2023         2022          2021          2020 
Average Temp          
Coldest Temp           
Hottest Temp            
Precipitation             
Wettest Day              

n Weather in Crittenden County last month 
was close to normal for September, according 
to data from the local Mesonet weather station 
located near Mattoon. The average tempera-
ture for the month was 72.1 degrees, with 
highs averaging 85.3 and lows around 59.0. 
The warmest day reached 97.6 degrees, while 
the coolest morning dropped to 46. There 
were 10 days when temperatures reached 90 
or higher, but no readings near freezing. Total 
rainfall was 3.4 inches over six days of meas-
urable precipitation — right in line with the 
county’s long-term September average. The 
heaviest rain came on Sept. 22 when more 
than 2.25 inches fell. Overall, the month 
marked a return to late-summer warmth with a 
gradual seasonal cool-down. 
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Classmates from the Crittenden 
County High School Class of 1975 
gathered recently to celebrate their 
50th reunion. Pictured are (front from 
left) Francis (Hina) Tramel, Laura 
(Phillips) Pace, Patricia (Tabor) Work-
man, Connie (Hibbs) Brown, Brenda 
(Taylor) Adams, Mike Cline, Mary 
Anne (Green) Kelley,  David Kelley, 
(middle row) Sandra (Trimble) Martin, 
Janice (Fitzgerald) Hedgepath, Janet 
(Hearell) Hughes, Carolyn (Herrin) 
Belt, Carolyn (Todd) Byford, Tommye 
(Melton) Brantley, Lacinda (Belt) Files, 
Cindy (Travis) Yarbrough, Ardith 
(Thornton) O'Rourke, Tony Travis, 
Larry Workman, Gary Cruce, (back) 
David Hamilton,  Dean Ingram, Eddie 
Hearell, Ed Hazzard, Steve Ford, 
LaNaye Croft, Greg Binkley, Greg 
Rednour, Tony Alexander, Debbie 
(Ray) Day, Donnie Arflack, Larry 
Carter, Mark Travis and Gary Damron.
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